Martin Township Board Meeting 
January 14, 2026
Meeting called to order 6:30 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance


Roll Call-Leep, Tiemeyer, DeYoung, Wharton, Schipper 
Approve minutes of the previous meeting – December 10, 2025- Tiemeyer motioned and Schipper supported with changes
Welcome Guests:
Public Comment – Gary Brinkhuis- would like to add decoration to Memorial Park signifying 250 years for USA
Gale Dugan – County Commissioner – Gave updates on the meetings he attended
Department Reports:

Ambulance – 
 Sarah Lynema is stepping down as MFD WAEMS Board Representative
Fire – Chief Knight states they had 416 total calls for 2025.  John VanPutten retired after 27 years of service.  We thank him for his service and plan to present him with certificate and shadow box at holiday party.  Current Command staff: Kurt Knight, Chief; Dillon Thomas, Assistant Chief; Matt Knight, Captain; Joel Thompson, Captain; Brian DeMann, Lieutenant; and Nick Collier, Lieutenant.  They are requesting to hire 2 new firefighters. Kyle Baker and Tyler Sands.  Motion made by Schipper and supported given by Tiemeyer to hire applicants.  Firefighter Kershaw has requested and been approved for leave of absence for military service.  Attended 2 funeral service this past week. Chief David Haverdink of Hamilton Fire Department and Former Assistant Chris Curry from our department. Annual PM’s have been completed by Ed Westendorp. They are requesting a signature for a Spencer Change Order. They are wanting to change the pump, primer and foam system control modules.  Motion made by Wharton and supported by Schipper for change.  The Holiday party is coming up and we will be presenting many certificates to our firefighters. 
Library – Had a good turnout for the Festival of Trees.  Raised $500.  There was a vote for best trees which went to Zeinstra Greenhouse, Martin Reformed Church and Martin Clipper Volleyball team. 
Parks & Recreation – Met with engineer.   
Cemetery – There have been a few burials this month 
Memorial Park – None

Planning Commission – Next meeting in March.  
Roads – Attended road meeting January 7, 2026.          
New Business:

Review and discuss approval for payment for ACRC.  Motion made by Tiemeyer and supported by DeYoung to pay invoice.
Review and discuss Earned Sick Time Act.  Reviewed emails and will be abiding by the guidelines provided from MTA.
Review and discuss water softener.  Kevin Clark and Ben DeHaan presented the Board with information.

Review and discuss approval of work order for 8th Street paving. Resurface estimate is $412,500.00.  Motion made by Schipper and supported by Tiemeyer.

Review and discuss approval of Brian DeMann as WAEMS Board Representative.  Motion made by Schipper and supported by Tiemeyer to approve. 

Review and discuss proposal regarding new park project.  Motion made by Schipper and supported by Tiemeyer to approve.  Roll call made and all approved. 

Old Business-


Review and discuss clean up at 443 118th Ave.  Some progress has been made.  Will be meeting on monthly basis to see progress. 
 Approve payment of bills- DeYoung motioned and Schipper supported payment of bills
Budget – Schipper motioned and DeYoung supported with changes.
Treasurer's Report- Report given
Board Reports:


Supervisor – Glenn – None
Clerk – Jennifer – Attended revenue sharing dinner at Gun Lake Casino 

Treasurer – Sue – Has decided to resign after 20 years as serving as Township Treasurer. Her last day in office will be March 31, 2026.  Motion made by Schipper and supported by DeYoung to approve resignation

Trustee – John – Mentioned that FD mileage will be on August election

Trustee – Jim- None
Adjourn-
7:30 pm


Motion to adjourn from Schipper and supported by Tiemeyer. 
Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Wharton

Township Clerk
